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This document can be considered as supplementary coding information alongside the official coding manual, reflecting clarifications of existing rules and new decisions made by the scale developers since the release of the latest coding manual. 

	?
	What are the differences between the 2016 and 2017 versions of the Static-99R coding manual?




Users may have noticed that we released an ‘in-press’ version of the Static-99R coding manual in 2016. This version remains on the www.saarna.org website. However, there is also a subsequent version of the 2016 manual published in 2017 by Public Safety Canada, available at https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/sttc-2016/sttc-2016-en.pdf. These versions are not identical. 

After the in-press version was released, it had to go through French translation at Public Safety Canada before being published by the Canadian government. This allowed time for a few quick fixes to this version based on initial feedback from the in-press version. There are 5 differences between the manuals.

1) Formatting – Public Safety Canada imposed their own formatting throughout their version. This may seem superficial, but it means that page numbers do not align in the 2016 in-press and 2017 published versions. It may be necessary to identify which one you’re using when you make page number references. Some citations are also updated.
2) The 2017 Public Safety version has a revised paragraph (last paragraph on p. 59). It says:
Non-Sexual Violence as Part of the Index Cluster.
Index non-sexual violence requires a conviction for non-sexual violence as part of the index cluster. Each conviction for non-sexual violence is either a prior, index, or post-index offence. A general discussion of prior, index, and post-index offences is provided on pages 44 to 48. The following steps help identify index non-sexual violence convictions. First, identify all convictions for non-sexual violence. Next, eliminate post-index offences. Post-index offences are when the non-sexual violent behaviour occurred after the last sentencing date for the index sexual offence (or index sexual offence cluster if more than one index offence). The next step is to consider whether the remaining sentencing occasions for non-sexual violence were before any of the sexual crime behaviour of the index sexual offence (cluster). If so, these count as priors [sic] offences. If there are any convictions for non-sexual violence remaining (i.e., cannot be classed as post-index or as priors), they count as index non-sexual violence.
This paragraph establishes an important general principle that all offences must be classified as prior, part of index cluster, or post-index offences. Notably, however, the third-last sentence in the paragraph is not phrased fully correctly, as there are circumstances where it’s possible for an offence to count as a prior despite occurring after the behaviour of the index sex offence (but before other offences, and before detection for the index sex offence). The main new principle from this updated paragraph is that if it’s not a prior or post-index, count it as part of index. 
3) Top of p. 83 in the Public Safety Canada version has the following addition for scoring victim items: “Do not count, however, the victims of offences committed at age 11 or younger, or for offences committed when the perpetrator was below the age of criminal responsibility (see page 43).” – Note that the page number reference in this quote is an error (it should be referring to p. 39). This new addition is consistent with the in-press version, which specified that sex offences committee at age 11 or younger are not scored in Static-99R.
4) P. 84 of the Public Safety Canada version has the following addition regarding the unrelated victim item: “Related family member’s spouses that are not biologically related to the offender are considered related after two years live-in relationship (e.g., grandpa’s 2nd wife) but become unrelated 2 years after separation. The only exception is the offender’s own ex-spouse who remains “related” forever, regardless of the time since separation.”
5) 2017 version has an error on p. 35 – the reference to p. 35 should be to p. 44
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